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THE LOVE OF OUR COUNTRY. 


3 
PSALM CXXI. 


Fer my Brethren and Companions ſake, I will now 
ſay, Peace be within thee. 
Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek 
thy god. | | 


.- {pee ee Perce Yee 


THis Palm is faid to have been ſung 
by the Tribes, as they went up in ſolemn 
proceſſion to the Temple of Jeruſalem. 
It expreſſes a lively ſenſe of the bleſſings 
derived from their ſocial union; and (in 
the text particularly) a generous and rati- 
onal affection for the welfare of their 
country. | 
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We are told by the enemies of our ho- 
ly, Faith, that ſuch affection, if not diſ- 
couraged, is at leaſt not inculcated by the 
Goſpel. They have been confuted; but 
the charge hath been repeated. It hatit 
even been aſſerted, that the genius of our 
Religion is utterly unfriendly to the inte- 

teſts of every worldly ſociety; as if we 

had ſo learned Chriſt, as to ſtand detach- 
ed from all thoſe concerns and connexi- 
ons, in which we are expreſsly bound to 

approve ourſelves to God; and as if the 
law of univerſal love, were a Iaw of uſe- 
leſs, unfeeling, and unnatural indiffe- 
tence to all mankind. 


True it is, that the Goſpel-precepts are 
generally addreſſec; to individuals, and 
tend generally to regulate the temper and 
conduct of individuals. But they ſap- 
poſe them already members of civil ſocie- 

ty: they are precepts by which the peace 
and welfare of ſociety are moſt effectual · 
ly. promoted: they earneſtly and repeat- 
edly inculcate the duties ariſing from our 
feveral 


E$1 

ſeveral ſocial relations. The ſolicitude 
of our bleſſed Lord, for his country, and 
his brethren according to the fleth, we 


find * breaking forth in the tendereſt ef- 


fuſions of affection and compaſſion. And 
ſuch was the patriotic zeal (as we may 


call it) of Saint Paul, that ＋ his very 


force and ardour of expreſſion have given 
_ eccaſion to miſinterpret and miſtake him. 


There is indeed a love of our country, 


falſely fo called, which every Chriſtian 
muſt diſclaim, as utterly repugnant tothe 


ſpirit of the Goſpel. When it lends a fair 
diſguiſe to inſatiable and mercileſs ambi- 
tion, when it drives men headlong into 


the ways of iniquity and cruelty, deſpoils, 
oppreſſes, haraſſes, and purſues what is 
called national glory through torrents of 
innocent blood; in theſe and many like 


caſes, in every caſe indeed, where a par- 
tial affection for our native land, becomes 
inconſiſtent with the Juſtice and benevo- 
lence due to mankind, it is no longer that 


Chriſtian 


Matth. xxiii. 37. Luke xix. 41. + Rom. ix. 3. 
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© 4 
Chriſtian affection due to our people and 
our nation, but a ſinful conſpiracy againſt 
the rights and happineſs of others. - 


But to diſtinguiſh the true love of our. 


country from the ſpurious pretences of 


pride, avarice and ambition, we need but 
attend to the expreſſions of the text. They 
teach us not only the ground and founda- 
tion of this amiable virtue, but the pro- 
per fruits by which it ſhould be manifeſt- 
ed. Such is the ſubject, on which I now 


purpoſe to enlarge. At this time, and in 


this country, it is a ſubject ſeaſonable and 
proper to be reviewed. 


In the firſt place then, we are to hold 
our country dear, for our brethren and 
companions' ſake.” By our ſocial union 
it is, that we are enabled to form all thoſe 
dear ties and connexions which conſtitute 
the happineſs we now enjoy. Parents, 
children, brethren, friends, affociates, fel- 
low-citizens, are all enabled to live and 


act together, in affection and unity, in 


peace, 


Ev] 


peace, and mutual confidence, and gene- 


ral ſecurity. Their inheritances and ac- 


quiſitions, the fruits of their induſtry, the 


reward of their labours, are quietly en- 
Joyed, and freely applied to every pur- 
poſe of benevolence and duty. They 
fear no ſavage violence ; they recur to 
no ſavage violence for defence or for re- 
dreſs. For in their country, (as the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) © is the ſeat of judg- 


ment; the wholeſome adminiſtration of 


thoſe laws, which Providence hath ap- 
pointed for their refuge. 'Thus are they 


enabled to provide nurture for their little- 
ones, protection for their help-mates, to 


cultivate every honeſt art, and every li- 
beral refinement of a civil ſtate, to extend 
their amicable intercourſe, and to enjoy 
all the advantages ariſing from a mutual 
exchange of good and friendly offices. 


Such obſervations are not addreſſed to 
the ſordid and ſelfiſh member of ſociety. 


In vain do we tell him of the bleſſings en- 


joyed by his brethren and companions; 


ot 
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or of the grateful returns due to that ſo. 
ciety,. by which theſe bleſſings are ſe. 

cured. He hath no brethren or compa. 
nions; no affections ſtrong enough to 
pierce beyond the narrow limits of his 
oven intereſt. In ſome fituations he may 
find it convenient to diſſemble. He may 
 3nfidiouſly aſſume the appearance of pub- 
lic ſpirit, He may brawlloudly, and con- 
tend violently for what he calls the pub- 
lie intereſt, In his fair and plauſible diſ- 
guiſe, he may wind his way patiently 
through the crooked paths of craft ang 
diſſimulation. But let him aſk his own 
conſcience, and it will aſſure him, that 
the end of all his labour is the gratificati- 
on of his own rapacity, or pride, or what. 
ever paſſion is predominant in his con- 
tracted mind. lt is the honeſt, the inge 
nuous and liberal ſpirit which is ſuſcep- 
tible of true public affection. It is he 
whoſe heart is full-fraught with Chriſtian 
charity, that charity whichextends to all 
around him, who knows and feels the 
value of thoſe ſocial advantages enjoyed 
by all around him. 5 


And 


#8 1 

And here it is to be obſerved, that the 
reverence and affection for our communi- 
ty muſt be encreaſed and enlivened, in 
proportion to the wiſdom and goodneſs 
of its inſtitutions, and the proviſions 
made for more effeQually anſwering the 
purpoſes of our r civil union. 


Where men are fabject to the moſt ar- 
bitrary dominion, ſtill the habitual recol- 


lection of thoſe ſcenes, in which, from 
their early years, they have found plea- 


ſure and enjoyment, may give them an 


inſtinctive love of their native land. 
Where civil government is tolerable, 
where it ſecures many eſſential advan- 
tages, though not all, that a free and li- 


beral conſtitution can beſtow, the affecti- 


on for our ſociety becomes a rational prin- 
ciple founded on a grateful ſenſe of real 
benefits received, and the hopes of ex- 
tending and improving them. But when 


in any ſtate, God hath ſuddenly wrought | 


a wonderful thing; when He in whoſe 
hand are the hearts both of Prince and 
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People, hath turned them to the purpoſes 


of his gracious mercy ; when, as at this 
time, and in this land, the rights of a 


people have been illuſtriouſſy aſſerted, 


generouſly acknowledged, liberally re- 
ſtored; when God hath not taken away 
from our Jeruſalem, + © the mighty 
man, the honourable, the counſellor, 
and the eloquent orator,” but hath call. 


ed forth their zeal and abilities, to be the 


inſtruments of his providential goodneſs, 
to eſtabliſh the work of our hands, and 
to tranſmit the bleſſing of our days, even 
to the lateſt generation of our children's 
children ;—then, muſt the heart be hide- 
ouſly inſenſible, that doth not expand, 


and overflow with public affection, that 


doth not in the full triumph of be- 
nevolence, embrace and congratulate his 


| brethren and companions, rejoice in 


their joy, and delight in their proſpe- 
rity. 355 h 


And, 


I Iſaiah nz. 2, 3. 


— 


1 

And, bleſſed be God! we have mani- 
feſted on this glorious occaſion, that our 
patriotic affection is not confined to one 
diſtrict, or the precincts of one iſland. 
The whole extent of a mighty empire is 
our country; and the members of its re- 
moteſt borders, our brethren and fellow- 
eitizens; with one civil conſtitution, and 
one intereſt, and one gracious Sovereign, 
and truſt, with one heart of loyalty and 
grateful reverence to the common father 
of an unitcd people. 


But to return to the general doarine of 
the text. The affection due to our com- 
munity, is not merely for the temporal ad- 
vantages derived from our ſoeial union, 
but, © becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord 
our God:“ becaufe we have the opportu- 
nity, in civil life, of being nurtured in 
the knowledge and fear of the Moſt 
High; of uniting with our chriſtian bre- 
thren in every ſolemn act of adoration of 
the great Lord of heayen and earth; of 
worſhipping, ſerving, and obeying ; of 

2 habjtuate 


1 1 
habituating ourſelves and others to every 
religious duty; . of profiting by every pi- 
ous example, and letting our own light 
ſo ſhine, that · men may ſee our good 


works, edify by our piety, and catch the 


flame of our devotion. Would to God! 
that they who with ſuch exquiſite ſenſi- 


bility watch over our civil rights, were in 


every inſtance, equally impreſſed with 
the importance of our religions intereſts. 
Alas! it is not by refined reaſoning that 
men are ſeduced into a ſhameful indiffe- 
rence to the daties of a Chriſtian life, the 
real happineſs and honour of every indi- 
vidual, and the exaltation of every com- 


munity. They call it philoſophy ; but 


they call it not aright. It is vain deceit. 
It is ignorance tricked out in the gaudy 
colouring of affected fpeculation, whiſ- 
pering peace, where there is no peace, 
and pandering to ice and yanity. But 
you, my brethren, who have not for- 
faken the aſſembling yourſelves before 
God, who have at this moment, taken 
your part in the ſolemnity of public ado- 
ration, 


Eq] 


ration, cannot be inſenſible to the religi- 


ous bleſſings you enjoy, or forgetful of 
the reverence and affection due to the 
community, in which the Houſe of the 


Lord is eſtabliſhed and ſupported. 


Nor is there an individual of our nati- 
on, who names the name of Chriſt, that 
muſt not feel the force of this affecting 
motive, whatever be his principles, or 
mode of worſhip. For conſider, Ibeſeech 
you, that at this day we enjoy a fall mea- 
ſure of religious liberty. While our Go- 
vernors ate free to chuſe that mode of 
Chriſtian doctrine and diſcipline, to which 
they are to give a public ſapport, every 
member of our ſociety is alſo free to pur- 
fue any other mode his conſcience ſhall 
direct; ſerving God in the way that he 


faithful and affectionate fellow-citizens, 


 withoutenvyingorunreaſonableprejudice, 
without jealouſy, cenſure, or uncharita- 


bleneſs, in mutual forbearance and indul- 
gence, 


approves, without reproach or tholefttati- 
on: and all joining, us I truſt we do, as 
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pence, in the ſpirit of charity and loving- 
kindneſs, as ſervants of the ſame Maſter, 


and children of the ſame-Family, whoſe 
head and father is Chriſt Jeſus. Alas! 
this was not the ſtate of our fore-fathers.- 
Oppreſſion and perſecution dif; graced their 
dreary periods; and evety ſe and every 
faction, in their tutn, experienced and 
inflicted the feverity of a rancorous into- 
lerance. But let us caſt a ſhade over the 
errors of old time. If we be indeed con- 
verted, it is our part © to ſtrengthen our 
brethren,” * to profit by our preſent oppor- 
tunities, to cultivate the bleſſings of peace 
and benevolence, and with a godly folici- 
tude for the ſpiritual as well as temporal 
intereſts of ſociety, to cheriſh and propa- 
gate the principles of true religion, as our 
ſtations and abilities may admit. For 
this is © the ſtay and the ſtaff,” + the re- 
fuge and comfort of every individual, and- 
the ſtrength and ſure __ of m_ 
ſociety. | 
And 
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And having thus conſidered the 
grounds and reaſons of the affection due 
to that community, by which we are 
protected in our deareſt rights; we are in 
the next place to enquire how this affec- 
tion is to be expreſſed, and what fruits it 
ſhould produce. And here alſo, we have 
the royal Prophet for our direction. © I 
will ſay, Peace be within thee,” or ac- 
cording to the tranſlation of our public 
fervice, I will wiſh: thee proſperity.” 
And, I will ſeek thy good?” or, I 
will ſeek to do thee good.” To an affec- 
tionate regard, then, for the welfare of 
our ſociety, we are to add our upright 
and zealous endeavours to promote its 
welfare, according to the circumſtances 
and ſituation, in which God's good Pro- 
vidence hath placed us. 


Were I now to addreſs myſelf to the 
great ones of this world, to thoſe whom 
God hath raiſed up, to be immediate 
guardians of the public welfare, I ſhould, 
| by God's grace, boldly enforce the ſacred 

RRR | and 


n — 4 — . 5 
— Y 2 h ». N 
* > Þ - -_ = — <4 es — — = a — 
= * 2 — ©. - _ - 
— — —— 1 
* — — — — — — — — _ — — 
— * * — 2 


— — - 
— of i . - - Y 
: _—y 3 ” . S 9 . 
g X 4. 6 


e 


— . ee SC rr otro 
— - — — 7 ” a 
4 = 4 , ww +» . 1 2 =z * 2 2 - 
Py w_ 


* * 
hs , — 
4. S 8 
_ * x 
2 — £ 
- — N 
. My vn 


1.8] 

and momentous duties to which they are 
appointed; the zeal and diligence they 
ſhould exert, the comforts and advan- 
tages which ſociety juſtly claims from 
them, as national counſellors, miniſters, 
law-givers, men of ample property, ex- 
alted ſtation, diſtinguiſhed abilities, or 
extenſive influence. I ſhould labour to 
recall their attention to that unerring 
wiſdom which trieth the heart, and that 
tremendous juſtice which ſhall call every 
ſervant to a ſtrict account of the things 


committed to his charge. 


But, bleſſed be God, we have all, in 
our ſeveral orders and degrees, the op- 


portunities and power of doing good to ſo- 


ciety. Nor can it be denied, that a ſin- 


cere and ardent zeal for the public wel- 


fare hath been frequently and honourably 
diſplayed, in what the pride of man calls 
the inferior orders of life, We have the 
fame affections with our ſuperiors, and 
naturally the fame judgment to difcern 


the real intereſts of a country, ſo far at 


leaſt 


5 rw) 


leaſt as we have power to purfue them. 
We have the ſame motives to endear us 
to ſociety. And ſuch is the unſuſpect- 
ing ardour of our public ſpirit, that 
_ thoſe above us may have ſometimes 
found it an uſeful inſtrument of their ſini- 
ſer purpoſes, and hetrayed us into facti- 
an while they affected to lead us forward 
in a public cauſe. We may be deceived, 
but our principle is upright and ho- 


nourable. And how effectually it hath 


operated for the advancement of the pub- 
lic welfare, let thoſe bear witneſs who 


ha ve obſerved the progreſs of events in 


this country, even for a few years. We 
may be accuſed of turbulence and faction, 
and raſn meddling in things too high for us. 
But that in our moſt vigorous exertions 
for the public, we have been temperate, 
and moderate, and peaceable, as well as 


firm, and determined, and perſevering, 


the preſent glorious aſpect of our publie 


affairs, is an ample and an honourable 


proof. 
2 And 


© 190 : | 1 
14 And for the comfort of the humbleſt 
and lowlieft among us, let it be conſt. 
dered, that there is not any order, or any 
Nation, or any worldly condition, that. 
hath not its opportunities to ſeek the 
good of our Jeruſalem, He who raiſes 
up a family, „in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord,” * is the friend and 
benefactor of the public, He who labours 
diligently, ſoberly and peaceably in his 
honeſt calling who reclaims the barren 
waſte, wio prometes the uſeful manu- 
i=ture, who gives reward to the inge- 
nious, and food to the in duſtrious, he, I 
fay, is the friend and benefactor of the 
public: and he who in any tate, conſci- 
s ciiticuſlv diſcharges the duties of his 
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| li Chriſtian calling, and acts in faithful con- 
. ' formity to the precepts of the Goſpel, is 
FB at the ſame time the uſeful and the vahu.. 
1 able citizen. For theſe two characters 
14 are intimately connected: and “ what 
* 4 God hath joined together, let not man 
4 put aſunder.“ + 

15 Nog 
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Nor can I diſmiſs the preſent ſubject, 


without earneſt and repeated exhortation. 
The ſituation of our country calls us to 
ſerious reflection. And let every indivi- 
dual among us attentively confider what 
is his proper conduct, in a period like the 
preſent, as a citizen, and as a ſubject. 


I ſhall enforce it by the authority of Saint 


Peter.® And he hath ſummed it up in 
ſuch expreſſion, as ſhould ſink deep in- 
to the hearts of us all, high and low, emi- 


nent or obſcure, in public or in private 
life. 8 


Hox0uR ALL MEN, faith the Apoſtle, 


And reſpe&t and honour may be due 


to thoſe who even differ from us in poli- 


tical ſentiments, or do not hold the inte- 
reſts of our nation ſo dear, as we our- 
ſelves. Let us, at leafl, not diſgrace our 
cauſe or character, by rudeneſs and re- 
viling. Beware of raſh ſuſpicions: be 


gnarded againſt groundleſs ſuggeſtions : 
0 2 diſdain 


1 Pet. it. 19. 


4 
* 
q 


| 4+ [ 20 1 
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; , | diſdain reproach or calumny. Judge not 


thoſe who may purſue the ſame end, 
with others, but not, perhaps, approve 
of the ſame means or mode of procedure. 
Honour all, whoſe abilities have been 
zealouſly and ſucceſsfully e &rxted in our 
ſervice, all who have aſſiſted, concurred, 
favoured, and ſupported : for theſe are 
all worthy of double hondur. 


ts 

5 | 1 At the ſame time—Love Taiz BRo- 
i :  THERHOOD., 
ih , And let no accidental diſtinctions abate 
it. that love, which is at once our bounden 
| iy duty, and our real intereſt. That falſe 
0 1 and diſingenuous policy which caſt us all 
4 * at a contemptuous diſtance from our fel- 
1 * Tow-ſubjedts, and rent us from each other, 
1 is, I truſt, no more. Let then our bands 
1 of ſocial union be cloſed and ſtrengthen- 
| þ k ed: that at length we may be one peo- 
i, "F ple, and one undivided nation: remem- 
| 1 bering always, that the calamities of this 


land have ever iſſued from one bitter 
ſource, 


x 87 
ſource, the diſunion of its inhabitants, 
and eſtrangement of their affections. 


And, FRAR Go. 


For the fear of God is the firm baſe, on 
which alone the happineſs of every man, 
and the proſperity of every nation, reſt 
ſecurely and immoveably. It is the 
bleſſed root, from which every branch of 


duty, ſprings in full vigour, is fed and en- | 
| livened, for refreſhment, for comfort and 
protection: while, © every plant which 


our heavenly father hath not planted, ſhall 


be rooted up; * and every principle ſub- 


ſtituted in the place of his holy law, ſhall 
prove their futility and preſumption, who 
« ſpeak ſwelling words of vanity, be- 
 guiling unſtable ſouls.” + 


And laſtly, we are to Honous THE 


KING. 


“ 8o is the will of God,” + in all caſes, 
and in every government. But here, I 
truſt, 
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* Matth. xv. 13. + 2 Pet. ü. 8. 1 Pet. ii. 16. 
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truſt, there is little need to enforce the 
precept, when every heart exults, and 
every tongue proclaims the grateful love 
and reverence due to our gracious Sove- 
reign: when one wiſh, and one prayer 
echoes through the land, that God will 
give the King his judgments, and his 
righteouſneſs unto the King's ſon ; * that 


he may judge his people with righteouſ- 


neſs, ſave the children of the needy, and 
break in pieces the oppreſſor: that his 


counſels may be directed by the ſpirit of 


wifdom ; his arm ſtrengthened in the 
might of the Lord; his enemies turned 
back ; and that in his days, and the days 
of his lateſt poſterity, the righteous may 
flouriſh, and abundance of peace, ſo long 


as the moon endureth. 


Such ſhould be our diſpoſitions, ſenti- 


ments, and affections: and, © whatſo- 


ever we do,” as fellow-chriſtians, fellow- 


citizens, and fellow-ſubjeQs, * let us do 
it heartily, as unto the Lord,” from chriſ- 
tian 


* Pal, Ixxii. 1. 
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tian principles, and chriſtian motives, in 
the ſpirit of our religion, and to the glory | 
of God's holy name, That ſo, when all | 
earthly communities ſhall be diſſolved, 
and every worldly diſtinction of men loſt 
in the glorious kingdom of the Lamb, we 1 
may be numbered with the ten- thouſand 
times ten- thouſand that ſurround the 
throne of God; and with the innumera- 
ble Hoſts of glorious creatures, fall be- 
fore the throne, in never-ceaſing praiſe 
and adoration, ſaying, © Bleſſing and 
honour, and glory and power, te unto 
him that ſitteth upon the throne, and un- 
to the Lamb, for ever and ever!“ * 


” — * _ 
_— 
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Amen! O gracious Lord God, may 
thy holy name beever praiſed and bleſſed, 
in all the Churches of the Saints on earth, 
and through all the regions of glory and 
immortality 


® Rev. v. 13. 
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